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names appertain to its essence (dhat), beauty (jamdl), grandeur
(jalal) and perfection (kamdl). The principal attributes are life,,
knowledge, will, power, speech, hearing and sight.
The universe is the embodiment of the Divine idea, the
objectification of the absolute. The universe is ice, God, water.
God is the substance (hayula) of the cosmos. The sensible
world is idea, thought or dream, but not unreal, it is reality as
presented to itself through and in the cosmic consciousness of
the perfect man which holds all the attributes of reality together.
The thing-in-itself is the collection of attributes, it is built of idea
and has no other existence. In Jill's cosmological myth, the idea
of ideas {haqtqat al haqaiq) existed as a white chrysolite (yaqut-
al-baidha) in which dwelt God before He created the creatures.
He looked at it with the eye of perfection and it became water,,
and then with the eye cf grandeur (jaldl) and it surged into waves,
and from its grosser elements seven earths were created and from
its subtle elements seven heavens and from the water seven seas,
with their presiding angels and inhabitants.
Man in perfection is the image (nusfcha) of God. He is a
mirror to God reflecting His names and attributes. He is the
archetype of nature, the link between God and the universe. He
is the microcosm in which the absolute becomes conscious of
itself in all its diverse parts. He is the unifying principle between
reality and appearance, the axis (qutb) round which the spheres^
of existence revolve. He is the first created spirit (ruh) in which
God first manifests Himself in His essence. He is the archetypal
spirit of Muhammad (Haqiqat al~Muhammadiyah), and one of
his names is the Word of God (amr-i-Allah). Regarding this
spirit (ruh), Jili says, "* I (i.e., spirit) am the child whose father
is his son and the wine whose vine is its jar . . . . I met the
mothers who bore me, and I asked them in marriage, ancl they
let me marry them."76 These phrases bear curious resemblance
to the Vedic cosmologies where the Aditis are spoken of as
mothers as well as wives of their sons.77
76 Nicholson:   Studies  in  Islamic  Mysticism,  pp.   112,   113.
T7 Macclonnei:  History of Sanskrit Literature.